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Prof. Yan Ge holds a Ph.D. in Art Archeology and an 
M.S. in InformaƟon Science from the University of 
PiƩsburgh. His career spans across insƟtuƟons 
including the Chinese NaƟonal Academy of Arts, 
the Birmingham Museum of Art, the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, NYC-based new media market 
research firm Jupiter Research Inc., and Shenzhen 
University. Currently he is a Professor at the School 
of Media and CommunicaƟon, Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University, and an Adjunct Researcher at the 
Center for InformaƟon and CommunicaƟon 
Studies, Fudan University.
Prof. Ge's research interests encompass a wide 
range of disciplines, including art, archaeology, 
communicaƟon, and law. His academic pursuits 
center on employing experimental methods to 
invesƟgate and elucidate the psychological and 
behavioral processes underlying social judgment, 
decision-making, and behaviors. In recent years, 
his work has extended to exploring the mechanism 
of public opinion evoluƟon through simulaƟons 
grounded in complex systems theory.
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Over the past decade, complex system theory, using 
ABM simulaƟon method, has been notably 
introduced into communicaƟon studies. This talk, 
from a learner’s personal perspecƟve, addresses 
quesƟons about the history of complex system 
theories, the relaƟons of simulaƟon with complex 
system studies, and what the simulaƟon may 
contribute to communicaƟon studies. This talk 
highlights that complex systems are inherently 
complex and interdisciplinary by nature. The 
simulaƟon method could offer mechanism-based 
explanaƟon for communicaƟon phenomena, help us 
understand of such as nonlinear opinion evoluƟon, 
context-dependent informaƟon-behavior causality, 
etc. as well as provide a novel way to construct 
theories, and policy suggesƟons. However, because 
the simulated social complex system is arƟficial, and 
the method is non-typical in most academic 
disciplines, ABM modelers are likely to be 
quesƟoned by those from the camp of tradiƟonal 
empirical studies, and rejected by important journals 
that are specific to their discipline.
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For enquiries,  please call 3442 8677.

Please register HERE by 
5 May 2024.
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